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A Sep a rat ist Speaks
The Sad Case of a Corrupt Canada

Some peo ple like to be lieve that Chretien and Mulroney are re ally just brief ab er ra -
tions in a se ries of par a gon Prime Min is ters. But the story is as old as Diefenbaker who
used to speak of the first visit from a Que bec del e ga tion of fix ers who came to ask him
for fa vours for Que bec. When he said he could n’t prom ise any thing spe cial, they threat -
ened to de stroy him po lit i cally. Within four years, they had made good on their prom ise. 

This we should face as a symp tom of a deeper dis ease, the re al ity of the cor rup tion
we re peat edly see, and es pe cially in the pres ent events, as re vealed in the an swers from
Schreiber that are spread over all Ca na dian news pa pers of late.

Mulroney needed money to get to power and he knew once there, the end would
jus tify the means. Chretien was al ways pos sessed of the po lit i cal skill to grease the
squeaky wheels in Que bec and Alfonso Gagliano is smart enough to take the fall alone.
Cross ing Chretien was al ways a dan ger ous busi ness, as Conrad Black has found out. But
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are we to be lieve this was all just a brief in ter -
lude of cor rup tion in a sea of vir tue? That
would be very na ive. Can ada is rather a sea of
cor rup tion with in ter ludes of in ter ne cine po lit i -
cal war.

The Ca na dian sys tem has cre ated in the
of fice of Prime Min is ter un lim ited and ab so -
lute power. He can dic tate all ma jor gov ern -
ment pur chases and hence re ward the Que bec
block or any friend he chooses with a lu cra tive 
gov ern ment con tract. Who would not suc cumb 
to such a power of pa tron age?

He can ap point ev ery judge to the Su -
preme Court of Can ada and all lower courts in
ev ery dis trict above a pro vin cial court. That in -
cludes all Su pe rior and Ap peal Courts of a
prov ince and all judges of the Fed eral Court,
trial and ap peal di vi sions. With such power
over the ju di ciary, what Prime Min is ter could
re sist re ward ing his friends and pun ish ing his
en e mies?

He can ap point all the heads of Crown
cor po ra tions, ev ery cab i net min is ter, who he
can fire at will and ev ery fed eral board and
commisison from the Na tional Pa role Board to
the Hu man Rights Com mis sion and all the tri -
bu nals which con trol aero nau tics, the Wheat
Board, the rail way sys tems, the broad cast ing
sys tem through the CRTC and the whole of the  
com mu ni ca tion sys tem. He can even ap point
the head of the R.C.M.P. or the armed forces
and de ter mine what direction the mil i tary will
take and where they will go. He is an elected
dic ta tor for five years with op por tu ni ties to
buy more time by re ward ing his friends.

In short, there are no checks and bal -
ances and de liv er ing on prom ises for bribes is
al ways pos si ble. Few who hold of fice in the
so-called “free world” have more power over
all as pects of life. Even grants, lo cally and fed -
er ally, are sub ject to his in flu ence. By con trast, 
the pres i dent of the United States has far more
lim its to his power. Checks and bal ances do
not ex ist in Can ada.

So as power cor rupts, is it any won der the 
of fice of Prime Min is ter has been cor rupted by
the two most ef fec tive Prime Min is ters of mod -
ern time, Mulroney and Chretien? Tru deau
achieved sim i lar ef fect, but he was more ideo -
log i cally driven by his left ist be liefs.

For Mulroney and Chretien it was sim ply
money for power and power for money. Both
have been re vealed only by the po lit i cal in fight -
ing which has be come rather bru tal of late as
the behemoth Lib eral and Con ser va tive par ties
in form on each other in the strug gle for the ul ti -
mate prize -- power. Any thing to get it. Any -
thing to keep it. With out it, you are noth ing.
Noth ing else mat ters.

In prin ci ple, we have a de moc racy. In
prac tice, we have a five-year dic ta tor ship which 
re wards the dic ta tor with the power to re main
for ever and dis credit his op po nents with me dia
he buys and friends he re wards with pieces of
power for their loy alty. It all co mes to a shal -
low, ve nal con clu sion when ex posed to the
truth of their op po nents, blow ing the whis tle.
But this rarely hap pens. Only when the strug gle 
be comes too in tense. Oth er wise, it is lies, mu tu -
ally agreed upon. The irony was Mulroney ac -
cus ing John Turner of pa tron age and say ing he
“could just say no.”

Bad gov ern ment does n't need to be our
leg acy. But cor rupt power is so en trenched in
Can ada that it will never be re moved un less
fun da men tal change oc curs. This change will
only take place when the av er age per son re al -
izes that chang ing the la bel on the dictator and
the dictator’s party, achieves noth ing. 

The sys tem must be peace fully, le gally,
dem o crat i cally changed by a ref er en dum for In -
de pend ence in each West ern prov ince, with the
cre ation of a new coun try of West ern Can ada
with a new con sti tu tion where ref er en dum, ini -
tia tive and re call are pres ent con sti tu tional re al -
ity and no on per son or of fice has the power to
make ab so lute de ci sions over all mat ters.
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A new con sti tu tion for a re source-rich
West with a re gion ally elected sen ate and a com -
mon lan guage would solve most prob lems. The
prime min is ter should be more di rectly elected.
The ap proval of the sen ate and the com mons
should bal ance each other. The ju di ciary ei ther
directly elected or ap pointed by ratification votes 
of all three lev els, are some ideas for a sys tem
not sub ject to the in flu ence of pa tron age. 

Ref er en dum, ini tia tive and re call should be 
al ways avail able where rea son able num bers de -
mand at all lev els, and on all is sues. By such
measns, and only by such means, would cor rup -
tion be checked by a fair dis tri bu tion of power. A 
com mon language would make dou ble-speak and 
deceit less readily avail able. The unity of the
West could be achieved by a bal ance of in ter ests
which Can ada will never have. 

We ei ther bear those ills we have, or stand
for so lu tions which we know will serve us. The
ills we have are only tol er a ble be cause West ern
re source wealth ren ders fail ure in Can ada a vir -
tual im pos si bil ity no mat ter how deep the cor rup -
tion, at least for now.

But re sources are fi nite and the pa tience of
tax pay ers is ex haust ible. We must have a better
so lu tion to our gov ern men tal woes be fore ap a thy 
leads to de spair and cor rup tion breeds an ar chy
and vi o lence. A peace ful so lu tion and a ra tio nal
re ar range ment of our af fairs is still le gally pos si -
ble. The re sults would be so vast an im prove -
ment we would won der why we waited so long
in the shadow of such ve nal and self-serv ing
men. 

Cow ard ice makes si lence, and ig no rance
makes fools of us all. But soon the fail ure of
wait ing for oth ers to solve our bad gov ern ment
will be ob vi ous and the in ev i ta ble dis so lu tion of
the cor rupt na tion will be seen as the only uni -
ver sal so lu tion to our prob lems.

Bilingualism in Review:
Some Interesting Quotes from the Past

“My role as Sec re tary of State of Can ada is 
first and fore most to en sure that my French com -
pa tri ots in Can ada feel with deep con vic tion, as I 
do, that this is their coun try and that it re flects
their im age.”

 “I too had some dif fi cult years as a pol i ti -
cian; I’m still hav ing them, in fact, be cause ev -
ery thing we un der take and ev ery thing we are
do ing to make Can ada a French state is part of a
ven ture I have shared for many years with a
num ber of peo ple.”

 “You know the idea, the chal lenge, the
am bi tion of mak ing Can ada a French coun try
both in side and out side Que bec — an idea some
peo ple con sider a bit crazy, is some thing a lit tle
be yond the or di nary imag i na tion”. - Serge Joyal,
Sec re tary of State, now in the Sen ate.

 “Unilingual Anglophones will be sen -
tenced to a life time of job im mo bil ity" - Pi erre
Tru deau. 

“The sep a rat ists’ Bill 101 is a bril liant
piece of leg is la tion” - Stéphane Dion, Fed eral
Min is ter of In ter gov ern men tal Af fairs (2001),
Pres i dent of the Queen’s Privy Coun cil and
newly ap pointed watch dog over of fi cial bi lin -
gual ism.(2001) Pres ently leader of the Liberals. 

“If Qué bec sep a rates I will go with it, my
loy al ties are with Qué bec” - Pi erre Pettigrew,
Fed eral Min is ter of In dus try, Trade and Com -
merce (2001). 

“The Ca na dian com mu nity must in vest, for 
the de fence and better ap pre ci a tion of the French 
lan guage, as much time, en ergy, and money as 
are re quired to pre vent the coun try from break ing 
up” - Pi erre Tru deau, Page 32, “Fed er al ism”
(1968) also quoted in Fare well The Peace ful
King dom by Joe Armstrong. 

“ ....Given these facts, should French
speak ing peo ple con cen trate their ef forts on Que -
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bec or take the whole of Can ada as their base?
In my opin ion, they should do both; and for the 
pur pose they could find no better in stru ment
than fed er al ism”, Pi erre Tru deau, Page 31
“Fed er al ism” (1968) 

“We are never en tirely sat is fied and we
want to pro mote bi lin gual ism (French) even
more than we do now.” Lucienne Robillard,
Pres i dent of the Trea sury Board, 2001. 

“The French lan guage is man dated for
use by gov ern ment and its agen cies through out
the coun try’s cap i tal in an ef fort to pro mote the 
French lan guage, there fore there is no lon ger a
ca reer for Anglophones in the fed eral civil ser -
vice in Can ada.” Dr. Mar gue rite Ritchie, Pres i -
dent of the Hu man Rights In sti tute of Can ada,
dur ing a panel dis cus sion in 1995

“I can not swear it but I think we were
think ing to our selves,... we are a small group,
Tru deau, Pelletier, Marchand, Lalonde,
Chrétien, my self and a few peo ple in the civil
ser vice, say 50 all told…we were bring ing off a 
rev o lu tion. We held the key posts. We were
mak ing the civil ser vice bi lin gual (French),
kick ing and scream ing all the time.” Jean-Luc
Pepin, Min is ter of In dus try, 1970. 

“Can ada is go ing to be a French speak ing 
na tion from coast to coast and any body op -
posed to this is op posed to the best in ter est of
Can ada.” Leo Cadieux, speak ing to French Na -
tional As sem bly, 1973. 

“Bi lin gual ism in truth was noth ing less
than a so cial rev o lu tion…no one in Ot tawa in
the later 1960’s let on that a mas sive change
was about to hap pen… Tru deau knew this all
along. He lied about it as a nec es sary means to
an end.” Rich ard Gwyn in his book The North -
ern Magnus. 

Dr. Jim Pankiw, Ca na dian Al li ance MP
for Saskatoon-Humboldt, stood up in the House 
of Commons on April 6th, 2001 and asked the
Lib eral gov ern ment the fol low ing ques tions: 

Ques tion: “Mr. Speaker, Trea sury Board
sta tis tics con firm that for ev ery in crease in the
num ber of fed eral pub lic ser vice jobs des ig -
nated bi lin gual, there is a cor re spond ing de -
crease in the par tic i pa tion rate of Anglophones
in the pub lic ser vice. I should like to know
what steps the gov ern ment is pre pared to take
to end the sys tem atic dis crim i na tion against
Eng lish speak ing Ca na di ans with re spect to hir -
ing and pro mo tions”. 

Re sponse: “Mr. Speaker, this is prob a bly
the most in sult ing ques tion I have ever heard in 
the House of Com mons.” Don Boudria, Lib eral 
house leader. 

Ques tion # 2: “Mr. Speaker, the Lib eral
gov ern ment’s ap pli ca tion of forced bi lin gual -
ism is costly, dis crim i na tory and a source of
na tional di vi sive ness and dis unity. Not with -
stand ing, I ask the Jus tice Min is ter why she in -
ter venes on be half of On tario Francophones but 
does not re quest in ter vener sta tus to pro tect
Anglophones in Qué bec. She is pre pared to de -
fend the in ter ests of French speak ing peo ple in
On tario but she is not pre pared to de fend the
rights of Eng lish speak ing peo ple in Qué bec.
Why the dou ble stan dard?” 

Re sponse: None

“Can ada is go ing to be a French-speak ing 
na tion from coast to coast.”Leo Cadieux, Ca na -
dian Am bas sa dor to France, 1973. 

“There is no way two eth nic groups in
one coun try can be made equal be fore the
law....and to say it is pos si ble is to sow the
seeds of de struc tion.”Pi erre Tru deau, 1966. 
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